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Padmasree Dr. K J Yesudas
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KCABC Board (2007)

President:

Mr. Viswanathan Kalathil
Tel:- 604 525 2840

Vice President:

Mr. Santhosh Varma

Tel:- 604 451 8855
Secretary:

Ms. Raji Madhavan
Tel:- 604 501 7781
Treasurer:

Mr, Jose Vekkal
Tel:- 604 272 5644

Directors:

Mr. Rajesh Menon
Tel:-604 592 2203

Ms. Moly Abraham
Tel:- 604 597 3354
Mr. Gopi Achyutan

President's Message:

Dear friends,
Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays !!

It gives me great pleasure in writing this message as president of our
Association. | am honored and proud to be part of this wonderful
organization.

We celebrate Christmas in a big way back in Kerala, which includes
decorated Christmas tree, Christmas Carol, various cultural activities
and above all, a sumptuous feast. Though we live thousands of miles
away from Kerala, we cherish our traditions and wish to be part of
those celebrations. Through the annual Christmas program our
Association is trying to bring those celebrations, albeit in a miniature

Tel:- 604 421 4246

Mr.Meera Sahib
Tel:-604 598 0230

Ex Officio members
Mr. Thomas Kunjavoo
Mr. Sony Kurian

Dr. A. P. Sukumar

Nadalayam Co-ordinator:

Mr. Sunny Prabhakar
Tel:-604 599 0979

Chilamboli Cordinator:
Ms. Sindhu Krishnan
Tel:- 604 267 5762

form, to British Columbia. Today, we celebrate our Christmas program
with various traditional and cultural activities to embrace the
Christmas spirit among Malayalees of British Columbia.

This time of the year is also important to Malayalees as we observe the
‘Madala vratam’ starting from the first day of Vrischigam (Malayala
masam). Hundreds of thousands people of all background go to
Sabaraimala in pilgrimage in this season. (please see an inspirational
article by Fr. Christosum in this newsletter)

One of the new programs introduced this year by the Association is to
provide lunch to the needy. First event was on 24th November by
providing hot soup and sandwiches to approximately 400 people at the
"the Door is Open" charities at 373 E. Cordova St., Vancouver, BC.
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This was a great success as a large number of KCABC members came
forward to support this event, both in terms of time and money. With
the overwhelming support from the community, we have decided to do
another free lunch program on 15th December. On this occasion, |
request all to actively participate in this program with a view to

Kairali is a quarterly Publication of CONntinue this noble work on an ongoing basis.

the Kerala Cultural Association of
BC. (KCABC). Editing & Graphics: . .
br. A P. Sukumar. There are mo  Wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2008.
endorsements by the KcABC Thank you, sasnEham,
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Sutton Group
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Sports Coordinator:
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KCABC Christmas Program 1 December 2007

Emcees: Ms. Dipika Nair & Ms. Sim Sahib
Welcome: Raji Madhavan, Secretary
Prayer Song: Jean Mathew, Sarah George, Sheeba George, Sruthi Mathews
Presidential address: Kalathil Vishwanathan
Christmas Message: Rev. Philip Bloomfield from Calvary Grace Church, Surrey
Lighting of the Christmas tree

Kanivolum Mizhi- an Inspirational Christmas Video
Envisioned by Kumar Varma; Director of Cinematography: Jayanan Vincent.
Featuring: Vineeth Viswanathan & Fr. Paul lllickal.

Written by Dr. A. P. Sukumar. Music: Pradeep Korasseril; Sung by Anil Kumar Palghat.

Nativity Play — "The Christmas Story"

Cast: Abhiram Santosh, Aditya Sukumar, Alex Parapilly, Allwyn Parapilly, Amritha Rajagopalan, Arali,
Arjun Prabul Nair, Arya Rajagopalan, Austin Chirpanath, Balu Menon, Emma Chelat, Gregory Parapilly,
Jaida, Jaina Chelat, Jeffrey Parapilly, Liza Chelat, Mark John, Megha Koruth, Nandini Menon, Nanditha Menon,
Ryan Chelat, Sachin Achuthan, Savio Neyyan, Smrithi Ramachandran, Sonu, Sophia John, Sruthi Sudhir
Direction & Choreography: Jayshree Sony & Saritha Rajesh; assisted by Jyothi Menon & Thankamani

Bharathanatyam - "Ksheera Sagara Sayana" by Malavika Santhosh
Choreography - RLV Anil Kumar

Comedy Skit . Directed by: Natarajan
Cast: Beena Parappilly, Natarajan, Rajesh Menon, Ranganathan, Rekha Natarajan, Sudheer Nair

Panchari Melam
Sarvvasri. Anapuzha Ravikuttan Marar, Gopi Achyutha Marar, Alady Sukumara Marar,
Korasseril Pradeep Marar, Parayath Robby Marar, Sunny Prabhakara Marar, Suresh Sreedhara Marar

Cinematic dance - Dil Dil Salam Salam
Arjun, Anjali, Devika, & Varun. Choreography - Malavika Santhosh

KCABC Annual Report & Accounts Presentation
Kalathil Vishwanathan, President &
Jose Vekkal, Treasurer

Election of office bearers for 2008

Prize distribution

Ganamela by Nadalayam
“Yahudiayile oru gramathil” from movie Snehatheeram by George Kurian (Jojo)
“Ponnin thingal Pottum Maane” from movie Onnu muthal poojyam vare by Mary Pradeep
“Daiva Paithalai” — A group Song by children
Arjun Nair, Rajashree Prathap, Savio Neyyan, Shradha Suijith, Srihari Prathap, Abhi Santhosh
“Oru chiri kandal” from movie: Ponmudi Puzhayorathu by Kalyani Menon
“Nenjinullil neeyanu Fathima” from Album: Kalbanu Fathima by Ravi Menon
“Aaba Daivame”— Group Song by Baiju, Beena, Gina, Jojo, Manju, Mary, Rajesh,
Raji, Ranganathan, Shruthi and Sunny Neyyan
Nadalayam Orchestra
Keyboard: Pradeep, Sunny, Vineeth Guitar: Manu
Congo Drums: Suresh Rythm Pads: Santhosh Tabala: Rahul

Vote of Thanks
Canadian & Indian National Anthem



KCABC acknowledges the financial assistance of the Province of British Columbia

The Best Place on Earth

This year we have been fortunate to avail financial assistance from
the provincial Government through the gaming fund.

Kerala Cultural Association of British Columbia (KCABC) expresses
its deepest appreciation and record their sincere thanks to the
Ministry of Public Safety, Solicitor General and Guy Gentner, MLA
(Delta, North) for the grant for 2007 under the Gaming Funds.

. Mr. Guy Gentner, MLA- North Delta, is a well wisher of KCABC and
. N he graced our functions last year. We thank him for his continued
-,4 dj S s  association with KCABC and his guidance in us getting a generous

y e ~grant from the government of BC

Mr. Guy Gentner, MLA & Ms. Teresa Townsley
(Vice Chair Person, Delta School Board) cheering
on the KCABC Float at the parade on 24 June 2007

In Remembrance of Ashok Philip Abraham

1 l_ To all who loved him, he personified life and never for a moment lost his verve or
enthusiasm for it. Ashok Philip Abraham was born on April 4th, 1979 in Kuwait to Abraham
Philipos (Mohan) and Mary Abraham (Legi). His younger sibling is his sister, Asha, who is
married to Sam Kochukalikkal (Sunil). In January 2007, he got married to Rashmi. A dear
son, husband and brother to his family and to the other lives he touched, a young person
full of humour, warmth, love and exuberance. Since coming to Canada in July 1995, he was
an active member of KCABC between the years 1998 — 2003 and did exceptional work. He
would never miss an event be it sports or social and could always be counted on for his
expertise and support in any endeavor.

In November 2006, Ashok was diagnosed with leukemia and put up a brave battle against the disease. His family
and friends rallied around him with every possible effort to save his life. KCABC joined in the effort to help Ashok get
an urgent bone marrow donor. On October 3rd 2007, he received a bone marrow transplant but developed
complications during the recovery stage and succumbed to the disease on November 23, 2007 at 3.15 a.m. leaving
a void in the hearts of his family and the community forever. Friends and members would reminisce about him
saying, “...His dynamic and effervescent disposition will always be fondly remembered by one and all”, “..His life
should be celebrated for touching many hearts with a smile that left an indelible impression.” Ashok, we will always
miss you and when we think of you, will remember that...In the end, it's not the years in your life that count but the
life in your years” (Abraham Lincoln).

As a community, may we never give up supporting the cause of Lukemia.
To donate or contribute, visit: http://www.marrow.org/DONOR/FAQs/Donor FAQs/index.html
To be a donor, please visit: www.blood.ca/reqistry
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“The food distribution program on the 24 Nov. 2007 was a huge success. We had a lot of fun doing it and everyone
enjoyed the hot soup and sandwich lunch. Next serving opportunity is on 15 December at
“the Door is Open" charities, 373 E. Cordova St., Vancouver, BC. Please join us!
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Remembrance Day.
- N.M. Mathew

| am writing this on November 11, 2007, the day
when we in Canada remember our war heroes who
died in wars, to make our world a safe one. That
brought to my memory some of my experiences
during World War II, which | shall share with you.

Sunday, September 3, 1939 was just an ordinary
day for people of Kerala, but a day that the world
would never forget. It was on this day Britain,
France, Australia & New Zealand declared war on
Germany. On September 10, 1939 Canada also
joined and the battle of Atlantic began. Though
situated far far away from the frontlines of the war,
people of Kerala were soon brought into the
miseries that accompany any war. Within no time
famine and poverty were widespread. But
remember that these sufferings are nothing when
compared to the sufferings of millions in other
countries.

The old capital of Travancore, Kollam (Quilon) was
a small, peaceful but prosperous town in 1939. |
was there when the war broke out. The people
were employed in a Cotton Mill, few small scale
factories and a number of Cashew nut factories.
There were a number of schools but the nearest
College was at Thiruvanthapuram.

How people survived from 1939 to 1947, is
described below.

Food: Farmers had enough food through out the
war but the others suffered a lot. In earlier days rice
the staple food was imported from Burma.
(Myanmar). Movement of rice from Burma was
stopped because train services were used for
military purposes. So rice was collected from
farmers in the State, and that was distributed
throughout the state. Ration cards were issued for
the supply of rice, sugar and kerosene. White
maize (people named it aigf), and wheat, were also
distributed to Ration card holders. That made
Kerala people to learn how to make Chappathi.
Students who lived in hostels were told to bring
their ration cards also. Tapioca, green peas and
Kanji were the main food items in school and
college hostels. Meanwhile Hotels served only a
cup of rice and called it ration meal (coauad ©meny).

Paper: Punalur paper mill was working very hard to
supply the needs of the government and the
students. Paper was crude and grass pieces could
easily be pulled out from it. Students were allowed
to buy only two notebooks. Notices of Cinema
were printed on banana leaf.

Clothing: When stock was available, boys were
able to buy a piece of loin cloth and girls were
given two yards of material.

Lighting: Electricity was available only in towns. To
avoid enemy planes locating the place, street lights
were covered so that the light falls only at the foot
of the lamp post.

Traveling: Buses plied between towns and villages.
Petrol was scarce and unaffordable. So charcoal
was burned in a big cylindrical tank that was fitted
at the back of the bus. This provided enough
power for the bus to move on. At an ascent,
passengers had to get down to push the bus up
the hill. This kind of buses were known as Kari gas
vandi (eelnyors aengl.). It was in use till petrol was
available.

Safety: In towns, underground shelters were made.
It was really trenches for the people to sit when
there was a bomb attack. While at Kollam, the
siren sounded twice and we all ran to take shelter.
Later it was told that two enemy planes were seen
about a kilometer away from the Kollam
Thangaserry beach. Fact or fiction we do not
know.

Recruitment: Army recruitment officers visited
schools. Older Boys from High schools were
recruited into the army and were sent to the front
line in Burma. Did they survive the war?

The soldiers: | am sure some of you have had the
above experience or have heard from their fathers
and grand parents. Some of you are children or
grand children or a close relative of those who laid
their life for world peace. You might have watched
on Television the grief and tears of close relatives
and friends of the departed soldiers. For our better
life today, they have sacrificed theirs yesterday.
The very life we enjoy today is because of them.

Sri Mathew is the past president of KCABC and is a
Historian. He has recently published two books on
Kerala History. - editor






